Forton Parish Council							2026 – 2027
Forton Parish Council
Minutes of the Forton Parish Council Meeting held at
Methodist Church Hall, Hollins Lane on Monday 11th May 2026 at 7pm
	Present: 
Cllrs Janet Huddart, Peter Young, Wesley Wilson, Sue Tresilian, June Farebrother, Neil Wigglesworth, Andrew Redmayne, Lesley Dodgson 
	

Note

	
	

	In attendance:  
Mrs H Alcock - Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer
	
Note

	
	

	2138. Apologies for Absence: 
Borough Cllr Charlotte Walker, County Cllr Matthew Salter, PCSO Denise Creighton
	
Note

	
	

	2139. Notification of Interests
There were no declarations of interest nor any request for a dispensation for any item on the agenda.
	
Note

	
	

	2140. Minutes of the last Meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th April 2026 were confirmed and signed as a true record.
	
Note

	
	

	2141. Public Participation
There were 2 members of the public present.
Concerns were raised from residents with regards planning application 26/00274/FUL for the erection of a B2 building, following demolition of existing timber framed buildings, the deadline for comments had already passed on 7th May, however Councillors agreed that the issues highlighted from residents would be passed on to Planners.
	


Clerk

	
	

	2142. Annual Update – all councillors
The purpose of the annual parish meeting is to allow the Parish
Council and other organisations in the village to outline what they have been doing over the last 12 months. It also enables the residents of Forton to have their say on anything they consider is important to the village.
Cllr Farebrother
· Regular review and reporting to highways via the ‘love clean street app’ of potholes, flooding, drain grid blockages, road safety concerns.
· Contributing to the upkeep of Public Right of Way footpaths.
· Periodic litter picking 
· Reporting of issues and concerns Forton residents raise directly.
· Signposting Forton residents to wider Wyre and Lancashire County Council support.
Cllr Dodgson
· Working on counter at Hollins Lane Post Office, residents frequently approach me to raise concerns and discuss local issues affecting the village.
· Reviewing planning applications and considering their potential impact on the local community.
· Carrying out weekly checks of the village defibrillator to ensure it remains operational and accessible in an emergency.
· Particularly interested in issues relating to trees, hedgerows, and the local environment within the village.
Cllr Redmayne
· I am the point of contact for the young people in the village, am always here to listen.
· Any maintenance issues, sign erection.
· Turnip pulper repairs and relocation.
Cllr Tresilian
· Live on Hollins Lane, listen to residents’ concerns.
· Parish Council representative for village hall committee.
Cllr Young
· Review planning applications and drafting of letters of objection, following up progress.
· Member of the Project Team for the new Community Hall.
· Put forward a proposal to handle the S106 agreement.
· Defibrillator purchase for the village.
Cllr Wilson
· Listen to residents views on new estate.
· Footpath co-ordination and repairs of styles, posts, etc.
Cllr Huddart
· Chair of Parish Council ensures parish council runs smoothly.
· Link with Wyre Borough Council, Lancashire Constabulary and Lancashire County Council.
	














Note

	
	

	2142.  Register of Interest forms to be signed
The remainder of the forms were completed by Cllrs Wigglesworth, Redmayne and Dodgson and would be sent over to Democratic Services.
	
Clerk

	
	

	2143.  Planning
Application Number: 26/00315/FUL
Proposal: Two storey rear extension, existing barn conversion, detached garage and hobby room, with new gravel access drive and altered vehicular access.
Location: Burtons Farmhouse, Potters Brook, Forton
Resolved: Clerk to advise planning the Parish Council have no objections to this application
	



Clerk

	
	

	2144. New Community Hall Updates
The Village Hall Committee are holding their AGM tonight, so no representatives were present.  The latest minutes from the meeting held on 14th April had been circulated.
The Clerk had circulated Parish Council expenditure to date for all costs relating to new hall.

The Clerk was asked to request the Village Hall Committee give consideration to the following:-
· Defibrillator to be sited onto new village hall building.
· Swift boxes to be included in plans and installed on new building.

Cllr Huddart had spoken to the Persimmon Homes Salesperson on 10.5.26 who confirmed that 44 houses were sold on the site.

Great Eccleston Parish Council Chair made a request to meet with FPC to discuss the proposed development of a village hall funded by S106 monies within their parish, Cllr Young volunteered to meet, the clerk was asked to arrange.
	





Note









Clerk


	
	

	2145. Finance
The following payments for April were checked and agreed: -
· Easy Website - £64.68
· McAfee (Antivirus software) - £159.99
· Hollins Lane Methodist Church - £60.00
· Frances Forestry - £510.00
· Whittingham Farm - £619.82
· Clerks Wages - £425.10
· Clerks expenses - £26.00

The following credits have bee received in the month of April:-
· Wyre Council precept - £27,000.00
· HMRC Vat return - £2279.83

Approval was granted for the following payment:-
· LALC subscription - £329.92

A schedule of total expenditure for the New Community Hall was circulated; total spend was £23,249.11 (nett) as of 30th April 2026 
	








Note







	
	

	2146.  Parish Reports / Issues from Councillors
Parish Maintenance
Cllr Wilson confirmed that he had begun prioritising footpath style repairs nearest to village and in poor state.
Footpath 5 next to Channing’s
Footpath 12 North side of Cricketers Green
The Clerk to contact Wyre Borough Council again over the footpath 12 closure from Wallace Lane to A6.

Hedge on A6 as you turn right out of School Lane has been reported as overgrown, Clerk to contact highways to establish ownership. 
	

	

	Clerk




Clerk


	
	

	2147.  Cllr Huddart updates
· Purchase of nest boxes for swifts – Cllr Dodgson to ask St James Church about putting up on their building and Clerk to ask Village Hall.
· Clerk to arrange for hedge at back of War Memorial to be cut in Autumn – at end of bird nesting season.
· Delivery of new notice board expected 12.5.26, board to be sited near turnip pulper.
· Lune Valley Housing has amalgamated with South Lakes Housing.
· James Thomlinson Rural Affairs Champion attended the recent LALC meeting, and he confirmed there was still funds available to apply for, Cllr Huddart to send details to clerk.
	

Cllr Dodgson

Clerk


	
	

	2148.  Any Other Business
Cllr Dodgson had been asked if a school walking bus could be implemented at the primary school to ease traffic.  Cllr Huddart to raise with governing body.
Cllr Dodgson confirmed the new post office lease runs to October 2026.
	
Cllr Huddart

	
	

	2149. Date & Time of Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting is Monday 1st June at 7pm. Items for the agenda and reports, to reach the Clerk before 23rd May 2026.
	
Note

	
	

	There being no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.15pm
	Note



Minutes prepared by: ……………………………………………. Hilary Alcock (Clerk)

Approved by: ……………………………………………….….. Janet Huddart (Chairman)

Date: …………………………………
